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Chairperson’s Report - October 2006 
 
Rodney Brown  
Murray Mallee LAP chair  
MMLAP AGM 2006 
 
 
 
Thanks to committee member’s enthusiasm, support and commitment to our aims and 
objectives to assist our community to be informed about and implement sustainable farm and 
environmental practices, the credibility our LAP has attained a pleasing level of acceptance 
and influence in the Murray Mallee. 
My sincere thanks to all committee members for your input and contributions during the past 
year. 
 
Thanks also to Ben, Rowena and Nicole for their committed, tireless work in implementing 
and managing all areas of our LAP program on our behalf. The success of our lap is 
undoubtedly due largely to their efforts. 
 
There are many successes our lap has achieved during 2006, and  I would like to highlight 
some of these: 

• Encouraging uptake of Mallee Futures Program even though climatic conditions will 
undoubtedly affect implementation of some of the projects. 

• A wide range of successful field days, workshops and information dissemination on 
issues relevant to the Mallee to a wide range of groups and individuals. 

• Involvement in the production of several first class, high quality printed resources 
• High quality, well accepted `Mallee Updates’  
• Another successful `Mallee Enterprise Tour in August  
• A weeds awareness day in September 
• The establishment of good working arrangements with the NRM board through 

healthy two way involvement/relations with our NRM group  
• An excellent capacity building program in our schools. What has been achieved in 

our schools program should be the envy of other LAPs  
 
As a Local Action Planning Association we must continue to take up `the gauntlet of change’ 
and do all we can to continue our programs of “on-ground works” and “community 
education” in 2007. To achieve this your ongoing support is essential. 
 
Rod Brown, Chairman. Murray Mallee Local Action Planning Association Inc.    
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Murray Mallee Local Action Planning 
  
 
Landholders in the Murray Mallee already make a huge commitment to look after their land 

and water resources.  This commitment is acknowledged by the local action planning process 

which: 

 
• supports landholders to improve land management; 

• provides a broader community focus on the region’s natural resources; 

• enables communities and governments to work together to tackle the major natural 

resource management issues. 

 
Murray Mallee Local Action Plan 
 
The Murray Mallee Local Action Planning Association Inc is a community organisation 

comprised of Murray Mallee community members who represent a range of groups and 

organisations.  The Association was formed in 1998 and has a management committee which, 

currently consists of nine members.  Membership of the Association is open to all members of 

the Murray Mallee community and the Association currently has 98 registered members.  

This membership has enabled strong links to be formed with many other groups, agencies and 

programs operating in the Murray Mallee. 

 

The mission statement of the association is: 

‘To maintain and enhance the natural and agricultural systems of the Murray Mallee through 

the support of the community.’ 

 
To achieve this mission, the Murray Mallee Local Action Plan: Draft for Public Consultation 

was prepared and released in 1999. 

 

The local action plan: 

 
• identifies the region’s major natural resource management issues and determines priority 

actions and the most cost effective way for the community, industry and government to 

invest their time and money in sustainable natural resource management; 

• continues to evolve and the Murray Mallee Local Action Plan: 2002-2005 reflects 

community feedback on the draft, with priorities identified through community 

consultation, and provides updated information on progress and future directions. 
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Issues 
In developing the local action plan, the association identified five major natural resources 

management issues for the region in consultation with the Murray Mallee community: 

 

Overarching issues: 

Issue 1: Awareness 

Issue 2: Farm profitability 
 

Key resource issues: 

Issue 3: Soil erosion 

Issue 4: Water use 

Issue 5: Biodiversity loss 

 

The key resource issues can not be addressed without also addressing the overarching issues. 
 
Objectives 
 

Objectives and actions have been identified for each of the five issues: 

Objective 1: 
Raise awareness in the Murray Mallee community of the need for change 

Objective 2: 
Increase gross margins of Mallee farming systems within land capability 

Objective 3: 
Reduce the erosion of topsoil caused by wind 

Objective 4: 
Ensure sustainable use of the groundwater resources of the Murray Mallee 

Objective 5: 
Increase the water use efficiency on farms in the Murray Mallee 

Objective 6 
Minimise the impacts of irrigation drainage in the Murray Mallee 

Objective 7: 
Protect and enhance native vegetation communities in the Murray Mallee and the species they 
support 
 
Some of the information included in the report has been taken from the Murray Mallee Local 
Action Plan – 2002 - 2005.  Copies of the Plan are available by contacting the Association. 
Telephone: 08 8531 2066 
Facsimile: 08 8532 5300 
Address: PO Box 2056, Murray Bridge, SA 5253 
Email:  mmlap@lm.net.au 
___________________________________________________________ 
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Partnerships 
 

The focus of the local action plan is on achieving results through on-ground action, which can 

only be done by those people working on and making decisions about their use of the land 

and water resources. Therefore, the actions identified in this plan are mainly community 

actions. It is expected that these will be implemented in partnership with local and regional 

groups, and all levels of government. 

 

The role of the Murray Mallee Local Action Planning Association is to create an overarching 

plan so that all land and water management activities in the Mallee have one central reference 

point. Responsibility for implementing many of the actions within this plan will be shared 

with other groups and entities working in the Murray Mallee, such as the Murray Mallee 

Community Education Network, South Australia Natural Resources Management Board  

staff, especially Authorised officers, Mallee Water Resources Committee, and Mallee 

Sustainable Farming Inc. Some of the actions are covered in more detail in other plans 

developed by the association, such as the Murray Mallee Revegetation Plan, Murray Mallee 

Land and Water Management Plan, Murray Mallee Biodiversity Plan, Guidelines for Using 

Perennial Vegetation in the Murray Mallee  and Assisting the Murray Mallee Community to 

Understand and Adopt Integrated Natural Resource Management with a focus on 

Groundwater Recharge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action 
 

The association has been involved in supporting, developing and implementing projects in the 

Murray Mallee that address the major issues in the local action plan.  More than 27,000 

hectares of on-ground works have been completed through the Mallee Futures Program since 

1998 with a further 25,000 hectares achieved through funds and services provided by 

landholders.  
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How can you be involved? 

• Invest in natural resources management in the Murray Mallee; 

• Join the Murray Mallee Local Action Planning Association Inc; 

• Participate in training activities eg field days and workshops; 

• Undertake a revegetation project on your property – financial incentives and free 

technical support are currently available for some projects; 

• Organise or become involved in group fox baiting or weed control programs; 

• Become involved in mallee fowl monitoring activities; 

• Help your local school to be involved; 

• Be involved in the decision making for the region by participating in consultation 

activities. 

• Share knowledge, information and achievements by submitting a story for the `Mallee 

Update’ newsletter released quarterly. 
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Location of the Murray Mallee Local Action Planning Association area 
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Management Committee members during 2005/06 were: 
 
Chairperson   

Rod Brown  Murraylands Regional Development 
Board/Community 

Vice Chairperson   

Malcolm Johns  Mantung Maggea Land Management Group 

Secretary   

Keith Payne Retired August 2006 Community  

Treasurer   

Judy Pfeiffer  Community 

Members   

Trevor Schiller   Community/farmer  

Rob Eldridge   Rural Solutions SA, Land Management Advisor 

Nigel Willoughby   Dept of Heritage and Environment/ecologist  

Barry Manuel  Wanbi Land Management Group/farmer 

Neville Pfeiffer  Southern Mallee District Council/farmer 

Andrew Hall  Mantung Maggea Land Management 
Group/farmer 

Kenton Farr  
Wanbi Land Management Group, Mantung 
Maggea Land Management Group, Sept 
2005/farmer 

Colin Zadow  District Council Karoonda East Murray/farmer  

Chris Mead   Community/farmer 

Rex Spinley  
Mallee Sustainable Farming Inc Tri-State 
committee, Grain and Graze committee, Murray 
Mallee Community Education Network, farmer 

Rose Thiele  Murray Mallee Community Education 
Network/farmer 

 
 
The Management Committee was supported during 2005/06 by: 
 
Ben Simon   Murray Mallee Project Officer, March 2004-current 

Nicole Zeoli  Implementation Officer, April 2005-April 2006  

Rowena Danks               Implementation Officer, May 2006-current  
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Key Achievements 2005 - 2006 
 

To continue implementation of the Murray Mallee Local Action Plan during the last year, 

funding support was provided through the SA Murray-Darling Basin Natural Resources 

Management Board.  This support was linked to implementation of National Action Plan for 

Salinity and Water Quality (NAP) and Natural Heritage Trust Extension (NHT) priority 

projects.  The SA Murray-Darling Basin Natural Resources Management Board and the 

National Landcare Program provided significant funding to enable additional actions 

identified in the Murray Mallee Local Action Plan to be achieved such as the continuation of 

the `Mallee Futures Program’ on-ground works program and capacity building program. 

 

The achievements of the last year have continued to build on the planning and 

implementation activities that have been undertaken during the last seven years.  These 

activities have been achieved through an investment of well over three million dollars in the 

Murray Mallee Local Action Planning area.  Past and current investment continues to address 

priority natural resource management issues identified in the Murray Mallee Local Action 

Plan with current investment also focussing on priority regional issues.  This funding has 

been more than matched by financial and in-kind contributions from the community, 

especially landholders. 

 

Funding also continues to be brought into the region by other groups in the Murray Mallee such 

as the Mallee Sustainable Farming Inc, Mallee Community Education Network and Land 

Management groups, all assisting and building a comprehensive and collaborative effort to 

address the suite of NRM issues and needs for the area.  

 

Integrated Extension in the Murray Mallee 
This project has attracted contributions of support and funding from the SA MDB NRM 

Board, the SA Murray Darling Basin Integrated Natural Resource Management Group, the 

National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality, National Landcare Program and the 

Australian and South Australian Governments.  

The project is made up of several programs such as Capacity Building (Program 12), and  

Revegetation On-ground works (Program 4) and aims to continue to involve an active 

community in the implementation of on-ground works and education activities.  
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Program 12: Capacity Building  
This project has and continues to achieve what it primarily set out to do which was to provide 

resources that will enable community groups and individuals to further develop their 

understanding and capacity to play a meaningful role in natural resource management in the 

SA Murray Darling Basin by;   

• Provide professional support to the Murray Mallee LAP and other natural resource 

management groups in the Mallee. 

• Continue developing partnerships, networking and education and awareness activities. 

• Facilitate change management and leadership activities. 

• Address indigenous issues. 

• Initiate participation in research programs and adaptive management activities. 

 

Governance & Operation Achievements 2005 - 2006 

• Professional support provided to the Murray Mallee LAP and Land Management Groups 

as required. 

• Partnerships strengthened with SAMDB NRM Groups,  Authorised officers,  Mallee 

Sustainable Farming and Land Management Groups ( Mantung Maggea, Lower Mallee) 

• Linkages maintained with five local schools (Browns Well, East Murray, Geranium, 

Karoonda, Lameroo,). 

• Supported partnerships with local government, providing input on the District Council 

of Karoonda East Murray Roadside Vegetation Survey and Management Plans, and 

Vegetation Management plan for Karoonda native vegetation  reserve adjoining 

`Pioneer Park’ 

 
Caladenia capillata, Karoonda Reserve. Jerry Smith 2006. 
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• Instigation of the `Karoonda Environmental landscape project’ a project with the 

Karoonda Council and Karoonda Development group to develop a sustainable landscaped 

area using local natives and low water use strategies for the main street. Met with council 

to discuss potential areas for revegetation. Provided information and links to the council 

such as opportunities to attend the Sustainable Development conference. Assisted with 

writing Australia Post Community Grant and provided numerous funding opportunity 

links and general support.  

• Have been talking with Karoonda East Murray council and NRM Group about how we 

might better work together on NRM issues and administrative arrangements 

• Attended Local Level Facilitators Workshop at Tanunda and spoke to other groups and 

gained in sight, ideas and links through sharing healthy discussions 

• Maintained links with research activities being undertaken through the Mallee 

Sustainable Farming project, S.A.R.D.I Lucerne and perennial legumes project., Rural 

Solutions SA, Mallee Pastures Project and the Flora Search project. 

 
Mallee Pastures Project Field Day 

• Submitted grant application for a community volunteer grant for the Mantung Maggea 

Land Management Group for digital camera. 

• Submitted Australia Post community grant application for the Lameroo Regional 

Community School for interpretive bush trial on school grounds 

• Participated in regional Local Action Planning forums and CARE team meetings. 
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• Supported over 20 existing groups: Mallee Sustainable Farming Inc., Broomrape Team, 
Mantung Maggea Land Management Group, Authorised Officers from the Riverland and 
Mallee, Lower Mallee Land Management Group, Mallee Water Resources Committee, 
Greening Aust., Department for Environment and Heritage, Nature Conservation Council 
of SA,  Wildlife Habitat Support Group, Karoonda Native Plant Society, Karoonda 
Historical Society, District Council of Karoonda East Murray and Karoonda Lions Club, 
Trees For Life,  Mallee Strategic Task Force, Resource Consulting Services,  Karoonda 
Development Group, Rural Solutions Sa, Murray Mallee Community Education Network, 
Mallee Financial services, South Australia Farmers Federation and other Local Action 
Planning Groups within the SA Murray Darling Basin.  

 
• Undertook a Values session to review and assess the association’s progress, goals and 

objectives to ensure we are on the right track.  
• Strategic Plan consultation event held at Parilla attended 
 
Education and Awareness Activities Achievements 2004 – 2005  

(Achieving objective 1) 

Raising awareness in the Murray Mallee community of the need for change has been a key 

part of all project work undertaken in the Murray Mallee.  An integrated extension program 

involving all active groups and programs in the area continues to be implemented. 

• Newspaper advertisements and editorials printed in local papers, District Council of 

Karoonda East Murray newsletter,  `In the Basin’ an SA Murray Darling Basin NRM 

Board Newsletter, `Agronomy Matters’ a newsletter for the Branched Broomrape group 

and Mallee Sustainable Farming Inc. and local school newsletters. 

• Provided info regarding MMLAP activities to numerous projects designed to highlight 

NRM projects such as the `Mosaic Mapping’ project, Ministerial briefings, NHT 

journal and other national publications  

• Radio interviews with 5MU, Power FM, and ABC Radio Riverland. 

• Mallee Update, four newsletters were prepared and distributed to over 800 people in the 

Murray Mallee. 

• Attended Mallee Sustainable Farming Field Day, Pinnaroo Show and Karoonda 

Farm Fair where extension materials, displays and discussions with local occurred. 

 
MMLAP Field Day Display  
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• Held “Mallee Enterprise Tour# 2” in the Lameroo/Pinnaroo area of the Mallee in 

August  2006. Several enterprises in the area were visited to look at what other enterprises 

besides cropping and grazing were alive and well in the Murray Mallee. Discussions 

about the natural resources management activities were undertaken at each of the 

properties. It was clear that with a bit of ingenuity other means of making a living in the 

mallee were possible. Pistachios, Olives, Wiltipoll Sheep Stud and a commercial dog 

breeder were all part of the days activities. 

 
Mallee Enterprise Tour #2 

• Distributed information to over 800 landholders regarding Feed lotting workshop, Mallee 

Oil Plantations, Mallee Sustainable Farming activities, Mallee Community Education 

Network workshops and activities offered by numerous other groups.  

• Delivered tree planting workshops to Karoonda Area School  

• Delivered propagation workshop to Lameroo Regional Community School 

• Provided schools with copies of the Murray Mallee LAP Biodiversity Plan and `Mallee 

Scrub’ brochure for inclusion in the library as a learning resource.  

• Assisted GWLAP with input into an awareness raising flyer regarding the Kanmantoo 

Mine Site vegetation  

• `What Weed is that?’ field day delivered in the Mallee regarding key weed species, 

particularly localised outbreaks of boneseed in the Halidon area. 

 
Boneseed Outbreak viewed at `What weeds is that?’ field day 
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• Disseminated workshop information regarding the `Sandy Soils Project’ being delivered 

by Rural Solutions 

• Attended NRM Tracker training at Murray Bridge  

• Updated regional contacts lists for a range of services related to NRM to increase links 

with the range of different service providers and provided copies to committee members 

and other key personnel.  

• Attended Vegetation and Biodiversity forum  at Loxton presented by the SA MDB 

NRM board 

• Attended Sustainable production forum at Karoonda presented by the SA MDB NRM 

board 

• Disseminated NRM and National Land Care Program updates to the committee and 

provided updates in newsletter.  

• Disseminated information regarding funding and training opportunities to Murray 

Mallee Local Action Planning Committee, Mallee sustainable farming Inc, District 

Council Karoonda East Murray, Karoonda Development Group, Mantung Maggea Land 

Management Group, Schools and numerous other organisations. 

• Attended Native Vegetation Act training 

•  Attended Senior First Aid training  

• Attended Global Oil depletion and Bio-diesel forum  

• Attended community water grants workshop 

• Attended community grants workshop with MMLAP committee chair 

 
School and Youth activities Achievements 2004 – 2005 
• Propagation workshops held at Geranium Primary and East Murray Area School  

• Nursery activities at Karoonda Area School, Geranium Primary, Lameroo and East 

Murray area school coordinated including the provision of materials and instruction. 

• Participated in Mallee Schools Environmental Education program, aimed at bringing 

all active groups undertaking educational programs with Mallee Schools together to 

improve connectivity and flow between different topics being delivered. 

• Copies of the Murray Mallee Biodiversity Plan and `Mallee Scrub Brochure’ provided to 

each of the schools for inclusion in their libraries 

• Information regarding funding and leadership opportunities provided to numerous 

mallee schools with assistance provided where appropriate 

• Funding applications and plans written for the Lameroo Regional Community School for 

a bush trail that will incorporate the use of local plants, the protection of threatened 

remnants,  paths, signage  and weed control programs 
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East Murray Area School Students sowing seeds                       Karoonda `Schools Tree Day' 
  

River Murray Youth Council 

 Students from Karoonda Area School and numerous other schools in the SAMDB currently 

on the River Murray Youth Council supported and guided at regular after hours meetings. 

Assistance with the coordination of 56 flood activities at Mannum. 
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Partnership Achievements 2005 - 2006 (Achieving objective 1) 

Linkages have been maintained and continue to be developed with groups and agencies 

working in the Murray Mallee: 

• Mallee/Coorong NRM Group, NRM Authorised Officers, Mallee Sustainable Farming, 

Mallee Water Resources Committee, Murray Mallee Strategic Task Force, Murray Mallee 

Community Education Network, SAMDB NRM Board,  Local Government,  Land 

Management Groups, Department For Environment and Heritage and Greening Australia. 

• Technical support is provided by DWLBC through Rural Solutions SA and Greening 

Australia for the planning and assessment of on-ground works projects and technical 

support has been provided by DEH for some biodiversity focussed projects. 

• Linkages strengthened with other Local Action Planning groups with the advent of 

new NRM arrangement with initiatives such as the Regional LAP forum, Regional 

Options Papers, presentations to the SAMDB NRM BOARD regarding Local Action 

Planning Sharing of information at regular CARE team meetings involving all the LAPs 

in the SAMDB. We also link in closely with the Regional Capacity Building activities 

coordinated by the Regional Capacity building coordinator with participation and 

support provide by the Murray Mallee LAP.  

• Linkages strengthened with NRM Authorised Officers(formerly Animal Plant Control 

Officers and Boards) by providing information about the distribution of weeds in the 

Murray Mallee to assist with the development of control programs such as `Defeating the 

Weeds Menace’ for weeds such as boneseed. Disseminating information about `Bridal 

Rust’ workshops and fox baiting activities, communicating regularly about current 

projects to help maintain coordinated approach to sites such as rabbit baiting on 

revegetation sites. We have also been involved with the potential formation of a 

landcare group at Karoonda to allow for more localised concentration of effort when 

controlling foxes and rabbits and when undertaking other activities such as revegetation. 

The MMLAP is working closely with the Authorised officers to work in an integrated 

fashion.  

• Linkages have been formed with the SARDI ` Mallee Dry Land Grazing Systems- 

Lucerne and New Perennial Legumes’ providing strong links with the NLP 

`Overcoming Barriers to the Use of Productive Perennial Species to Reduce Mallee 

Recharge’ project, Mallee Pasture Varietal Project and Mallee Futures Program 

activities.  
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Eric Kobelt from SARDI addressing Lucerne Workshop attendees 

• The collaboration with WA Oil Mallee Company, Carbon Prospects, Coorong LAP  and 
Forestry SA has resulted in the initiation and  the attraction of funding and the 
establishment of Oil Mallee plantations in 3 different locations in the Mallee. This 
partnership will allow for another possible economical and productive option for Malle 
farmers. 

 
Mallee Oil Trial plantings at Parrakie 

 
• Introduced and linked the SA tourism commission and the Nature Conservation 

Society into a facilitated presentation to the committee regarding ecotourism, with 
funding opportunities and planning advice provided 

• Linked in with the SAMDB NRM BOARD regional liaison officer to incorporate the 
Murray Mallee LAP’s `Mallee Scrub’ brochure into a biodiversity display at the 
Adelaide museum and also provided photographs for the display. 

• Linked in with Mallee/Coorong farm forestry network and provided information 
regarding this to MMLAP landholders. 
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Support for Land Management Groups Achievements 2005 – 2006 (Achieving 
objective 1) 
• Mallee Sustainable Farming Project (achieving objective 3) 

• Project updates included in the newsletter, Mallee Update. 
• Attended meetings of SA Management Committee. 
• Supported and attended Waikerie Field Day. 
• Supplied with information about a range of funding opportunities and training events. 
• Linked other groups and landholders into training and field day opportunities offered  

 
                               Mallee Sustainable Farming Field Day  
 

• Mantung Maggea Land Management Group (achieving objective 3). 
• Provided input on steering committee for the Mantung Heritage Agreement Management 

Manual ` How to Manage Native vegetation in the Murray Mallee’ and attended launch  

• Wrote volunteer community grant for the group for a digital camera and fire 

extinguisher for the hall 

• Attended committee meetings when able 

• Mantung `Bush meet’ supported with flyer disseminated and the tour attended which 

involved a tour of a range of sites in the Caliph area were we viewed various Heritage 

Scrub areas, the results of rabbit ripping, several inactive malleefowl mounds & relics of 

earlier settlement in the district. 

• Included articles about the group’s activities in the `Mallee Update’. 

 
Mantung Maggea `Bush Meet’ 2006 
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• Lower Mallee Land Management Group (achieving objective 3). 
• Assisted to organise fox baiting activities in partnership with the Murray Bridge 

Authorised officers. 
• Administered Envirofund application to protect remnant vegetation in partnership 

with DEH and organised audited final report. 

 
A Heritage Agreement  grant was submitted to continue to protect the Mallee fowl 

through fox baiting and monitoring activities for the Lower Mallee 
 

• Mallee Water Resources Committee (achieving objectives 4, 5, 6). 
• Information about activities included in newsletter, Mallee Update. 

 
 
 
Program 4.12:Revegetation Technical Support  
(Achieving objectives 1, 2, 3, 5, 7) 

• Support, project assessment, monitoring, communications, links to other projects 

• Administration and reporting coordinated, including technical and monitoring support 

for assessment of long term eroded areas, assessment of sites and planning assistance to 

achieve both sustainable Ag and Biodiversity Conservation 

• Ongoing co-ordination and admin by Project Officer 

• Provision of technical support and site assessments coordinated 

• Project data maintained on NRM tracker 

• Respond to numerous enquiries regarding revegetation on-ground works 

• Links and input into a range of biodiversity projects, activities and issues provided 

across Local Action Planning boundaries. 
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Mallee Futures Program  

(Achieving objectives 1, 3, 5, 7) including Program 9.3, 4.12.7 & 4.12.3: 

Revegetation On-ground Works 
 

The Mallee Futures Program is the key implementation program for the Murray Mallee 
Local Action Plan and Murray Mallee Revegetation Plan.  The Mallee Futures Program 
currently has two sub projects that have or continue to contribute funding.  
 
1. National Landcare Program - Community Support Component 
The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry has provided significant funding 
for the activities undertaken within the `Mallee Futures Program’ for the 2006 season. 
The employment of an Implementation Officer has enabled the continued progress of this 
well known and essential program. Once again there has been steady interest in the range of 
on-ground works options available despite the below average rainfall.  
Continuation of funding has been granted for the 2006 season, with the addition of funds 
to address soil erosion issues such as levelling of Class VII sand dune blowouts and sowing of 
perennial cover to continue the work the soil board has supported.  
 
2. South Australian Murray Darling Basin NRM Board - Community Grants 

Program 
Program 4.3.5 supported through both the NAP and the Catchment Board levy, has assisted to 
uphold activities, such as the establishment of perennial pastures and fodder blocks to address 
priority soil erosion and recharge sites and provide productive and effective stock feed, 
reducing pressure on native vegetation and providing better grazing and soil management 
options. 

 
2006 Lucerne establishment  

 
 
 
 
 

Lucerne established through the` Mallee futures 
Program’   
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Mallee Futures Achievements 2005 – 2006 
Due to one of the driest winters on record, there has been a large number of landholders 
withdraw from their projects. However, despite the poor season, there has also been an 
increase in works approved for protecting remnant vegetation, establishing local native 
species, and fodder planting. 

• Incentive offers have been sent to 49 landholders for 74 projects. A total of 36 

landholders will receive funding to undertake 60 on-ground works projects. 

Funding has been allocated to fence and protect over 730 hectares of remnant vegetation 

and establish around 80 hectares of local native species, over 231.5 hectares of fodder 

plants and more than 1,124 hectares of perennial pasture. 

 
Saltbush Fodder block 

 

 
Mallee Futures Program in 2006 assisted this landholder to direct seed this area near 

the River Murray with local native species 
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Fenced remnant vegetation through MFP. 

 
• Information about the Mallee Futures Program was distributed to over 800 landowners in 

the Murray Mallee, advertisements and updates placed in local newspapers, the Stock 
Journal and the Mallee Update. 

• Ongoing follow up of landholders to help plan projects and access technical support has 

continued, as well as numerous final inspections for completed projects. 

• Technical support provided by State Government agencies, has been extremely useful 

in assisting landholders plan revegetation and rehabilitation projects, especially in the 

selection of suitable species, establishment techniques and assessment of remnant 

vegetation and eroded sand hill sites. 

• The community has continued their commitment to on-ground works and table 1(pg 21) 

summarises the projects completed or committed, up to October 2006. 

• Provided area of revegetation funded and revegetation activity information for 

Ministerial report. 

• Participation in training for “NRM Tracker” database. 

• Monitoring requirements continued to be reviewed in partnership with other Local Action 

Planning groups to develop a system suitable for future regional reporting processes. 

• Monitoring of all completed projects has been undertaken, including photographs and 

GPS readings to enable GIS coverage of project activity to be maintained. 

 
Mallee Futures Program Photo Point  

• Technical talks delivered by SARDI scientists on Lucerne establishment and diseases at 

the 2006 Pinnaroo show 
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Option Pilot Project 
Biodiversity in the Mallee 

Implementation of the LAP 
 

1999 to 2000 

Mallee Futures 
Program * 

 
2001 to 2003 

 
 

Salinity Reduction 
Program * 

 
2001 to 2003 

Maintaining the 
Momentum 

Soil Board Drought 
RMCWMB Corridor 

 
Works funded to 

30/9/04 

RMCWMB 
Community Grants 
National Landcare 

Program 
Mallee Futures 

Program  
 

2005 works 
committed 

RMCWMB 
Community Grants 
National Landcare 

Program 
Mallee Futures 

Program  
 

2006 works 
committed 

TOTAL 
Works funded 

to 
2006 

Protect and 
enhance 
remnants 

402 1798 2,556 392 1315 832.5 732.10 10195.9 

Local native 
species blocks 113 97 62 363.5 79.5 52.5 53.7 851.2 

Windbreaks 40 36 67.5 24.5 14.5 9 27 218.5 

Fodder shrubs 340 489 1,167 836 324 134 231.5 3521.5 
Product block / 
woodlot  13 8 8 10.5 6 N/A 45.5 

Perennial pasture 
- lucerne 1527 2,774 812 1,863 

Perennial pasture 
– veldt/primrose 

425 
730 1,458 40 

2675 1124 (Lucerne) 13428 

Fodder shrub / 
pasture mix 107  n/a   N/A N/A 107 

TOTAL 1427 ha 4,690 ha 8,092.5 ha 2,476 ha 4,418.5 ha 2,897 ha 2168.3ha 26169.3 ha 

Earthworks 57 ha 250 ha 215 ha 72 ha 187 ha 30.50 811.5 ha 

Fencing 99 km 117 km 266 km 111 km 108 km 85.8      786.8km 

 
* Note due to a very dry season in 2002 these works took three years to complete instead of the planned two years with the majority of the on-ground works undertaken in 2003.
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Murray Mallee Biodiversity Plan  

(Achieving objective 7, Actions 7.2, 7.3& 7.5) 

The objective of this project is to identify and document areas with threatened and significant 

flora and fauna in the Murray Mallee. The identified priority areas will be targeted for protection 

and active management to prevent further decline in biodiversity. The identification of threatened 

ecosystems, Flora and Fauna species, threats and practical on-ground solutions and actions will 

form the basis of the plan. The expected audience will be both officers in the field and landholders 

with an interest in biodiversity conservation.  The plan will ensure that future revegetation 

recovery projects are well targeted towards biodiversity outcomes, in addition to addressing other 

natural resource management issues such as weed control and raising awareness of the value of 

biodiversity to the mallee community. This information will be a key resource for future project 

development and implementation to address biodiversity conservation issues in the region. A 

consultant is currently working on this with assistance from a steering committee with a broad 

range of knowledge and skills from within the mallee community. 

This project has been completed, with a companion `Mallee Scrub’ brochure being produced for 

use as an educational tool and provide a visual interpretation of biodiversity with mallee systems 

and its importance in maintaining a healthy productive system. 

 

 
Murray Mallee Biodiversity Plan and `Mallee Scrub’ Brochure 
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Biodiversity Plan Achievements 2004 – 2006 

• Steering committee formed with representation from a range of stakeholders and landholders 

with biodiversity experience. 

• Draft consultancy brief prepared for review. 

• Final consultancy brief completed 

• Consultant selected by steering committee 

• Steering committee meetings held every few months to continue to develop document 

• Ongoing discussions held with DEH in relation to support available to progress the mapping 

component of the project. 

• Support provided by Project Officer to consultant to access weeds data, photos, contacts, 

relevant documents, communication with steering committee, meeting coordination, draft 

review feedback and general project coordination and support. 

• Mallee Scrub brochure produced following extensive research and collation of data from a 

wide range of sources. DEH staff consulted regarding information on key fauna with useful 

information provided.  

• Plan and brochure completed and sent to key organisations and groups 

 

         

 
Future activities 
 

Ensuring continued implementation of the Murray Mallee Local Action Plan continues to be a 

challenging process as the delivery of funding programs takes a more regional focus.  Current 

projects will be completed during 2005 – 2006 and new projects are expected to commence with 

funding provided for another year of National Landcare Program funding and through the SA 

Murray-Darling Basin Natural Resources Management Board and other sources such as small 

grants, Envirofunds and through working closer with industry and corporate to look at future 

funding opportunities. 

The delivery of funding and implementation of future projects will be influenced by the outcome 

of the current Natural Resource Management (NRM) reform process.  With the appointment of a 

Regional NRM Board in 2005 and subsequent appointment of sub-regional groups the ongoing 

role of the Murray Mallee Local Action Planning Association will need to be determined.  During 

2005 – 2006 a key role of the Murray Mallee LAP will be to continue building the capacity of the 

local community to enable input into regional planning and implementation processes.  Activities 

to enhance the skills and confidence of community members to ensure local priorities are 

considered during regional decision making processes will become increasingly important. 

 

As stated previously, partnerships have been a key component of the implementation of the 

Murray Mallee Local Action Plan in the past.  It is becoming increasingly apparent that enhancing 



 

26 

these partnerships through the sharing of skills and resources will ensure priority outcomes for the 

region are achieved.  Maintaining these partnerships and developing new partnerships within a 

new regional natural resource management structure will be crucial for the ongoing 

implementation of the Plan.  These partnerships will ensure that the integrated approach to 

addressing natural resource management issues used by the Murray Mallee Local Action Planning 

Association will continue into the future.  

The dry-land components of the Murray Mallee are a highly significant component of the Murray 

Darling Basin, having some of the largest areas of remnant vegetation in SA supporting a suite of 

nationally threatened birds, plants and biodiversity in general. Many River Murray fauna species 

rely on the mallee as a place for nesting and feeding, travelling from the river corridor into the 

mallee.  

Agriculture in the Mallee provides millions of dollars to the SA economy and significant 

contributions to the management of natural resources in the region. Land managers delivering 

these outcomes need continued support to allow adequate management of all natural resource 

management issues through continued and improved collaboration of all parties concerned, and 

on-going funding arrangements to support this. It has and will become increasingly important to 

source financial and technical input from as many sources as possible to allow the current and 

future Murray Mallee LAP programs and activities to continue well into the future.   
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Auditor’s Report 
 

The following pages outline the financial report prepared by the Association’s auditor. 

 

This report reflects the financial position of the Association and does not show the financial status 

of individual projects.  Further information about the financial status of individual projects can be 

obtained by contacting the Association’s Project Officer or Treasurer. 
 


